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Abstract

A novel algorithm for buffer management and rate allocation is presented for providing loss and delay
differentiation for traffic classes at a network router. The algorithm, called JoBS, provides delay and loss
differentiation independently at each node, without assuming admission control or policing. Contrary to
most existing algorithms, scheduling and buffer management decisions are performed in a single step.
Both relative and (whenever possible) absolute QoS requirements of classes are supported. Simulation
examples, including results for a heuristic approximation, are presented to illustrate the effectiveness of
the approach, to compare the new algorithm to existing methods for loss and delay differentiation.
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1 Introduction

Quality-of-Service (QoS) guarantees in packet networks are often classified according to two criteria. The
first criterion is whether guarantees are expressed for individual end-to-end traffic fewBov Qo$

or for groups of flows with the same QoS requiremeptr{class Qoy The second criterion is whether
guarantees are expressed with reference to guarantees given to other flows/flow metses QoS, or
whether guarantees are expressed as absolute babstsute Qop

Efforts to provision for QoS in the Internet in the early and mid-1990s, which resulted Intdgrated
ServicegIntServ) service model7], focused on per-flow absolute QoS guarantees. However, due to scala-
bility issues and a lagging demand for per-flow absolute QoS, the interest in Internet QoS eventually shifted
to relative per-class guarantees. Since late 1997Dtfierentiated ServicefDiffServ) [5] working group
has discussed several proposals for per-class relative QoS guaranteek],e8d}., [

With the exception of the Expedited Forwarding servi2gd pind its current revisions3[ 16], proposals
for relative per-class QoS discussed within the DiffServ context define the service differentiation qualita-
tively, in the sense that some classes receive lower delays and a lower loss rate than others, but without
quantifying the differentiation. Recently, research studies have tried to strengthen the guarantees of relative
per-class QoS, and have proposed new buffer management and scheduling algorithms which can support
stronger notions of relative Qo0$,[13, 14, 31, 32, 39]. Probably the best known such effort is th®por-
tional service differentiatiomodel [L3, 14], which attempts to enforce that the ratios of delays or loss rates
of successive priority classes be roughly constant. For two priority classes such a service could specify that
the delays of packets from the higher-priority class be half of the delays from the lower-priority class, but
without specifying an upper bound on the delays.

In this paper, we express the provisioning of per-class QoS within a formalism inspired by the network
calculus L2]. We present a rate allocation and dropping algorithm for a single output link, citietl
Buffer Management and Scheduling (JoB&)ich is capable of supporting a wide range of relative, as well
as absolute, per-class guarantees for loss and delay, without assuming admission control or traffic policing.

JoBS has two unique capabilities: (1) Rate allocation for link scheduling and buffer management are
approached together in a single step, and (2) JoBS supports both relative and absolute QoS requirements of
classes.

The JoBS algorithm operates as follows. Upon each arrival, a prediction is made on the delays of
the currently backlogged traffic. Then, the service rates allocation to classes are adjusted to meet delay
requirements. If necessary, traffic from certain classes is selectively dropped. The algorithm provides delay
and loss differentiation independently at each node. End-to-end delays and end-to-end loss rates are thus
dependent on the per-node guarantees of traffic and on the number of nodes traversed.

This paper is organized as follows. In Sect@me give an overview of the current work on relative
per-class QoS guarantees. In SectiBrad4, we specify our algorithm for buffer management and rate
allocation. In Sectio® we propose a heuristic approximation of the algorithm. In Se@&ime evaluate the
effectiveness of our algorithm via simulation. In Sectibwe present brief conclusions.

2 Related Work

The significant amount of literature on service differentiation prevents us from presentive a comprehensive
survey of the related work on scheduling and buffer management algorithms on per-class relative guarantees.
The discussion in this section thus focuses on techniques devised to improve Best Effort or DiffServ services,
which are the closest to our proposed scheme.

With two exceptions21, 39, the related work on relative per-class service differentiation treats delay
and loss differentiation as orthogonal issues. The common approach is to use scheduling algorithms for



achieving delay differentiation, and to use buffer management algorithms for performing loss differentiation.

2.1 Scheduling

The majority of work on per-class relative service differentiation suggests to use well-known fixed-priority,
e.g., B3], or rate-based scheduling algorithms, e.49]] Only a few scheduling algorithms have been
specifically designed for relative delay differentiation.

The Proportional Queue Control Mechanism (PQCR81])J and Backlog-Proportional Rate (BPRY])
are variations of the GPS algorithr8]. Both schedulers dynamically adjust service rate allocations of
classes to meet relative QoS requirements. The service rate allocation is based upon the backlog of classes
at the scheduler. The main difference between PQCM and BPR is the specific method used to calculate the
service rates. Both schemes bear similarity to the scheduling component of JoBS, in the sense that they
dynamically adjust service rate allocations to meet relative QoS requirements.

Different from the rate-based schedulers discussed above, Waiting-Time Priority (])Fniple-
ments a well-known scheduling algorithm with dynamic time-dependent priorii& ¢h. 3.7). A class-
packet, which arrives at time is assigned a time-dependent priority as follows. If the packet is backlogged
attimet > 7, then WTP assigns this packet a priority(6f- 7) - s;, wheres; is a class-dependent priority
coefficient R3]. WTP packets are transmitted in the order of their priorities.1B),[the coefficients; are
chosensothaty = k-sy =k?-s3=... = k%9 50, resulting in a delay differentiation under high loads,
where Class{i + 1) Delay= k-Class- Delay. The Mean-Delay Proportional scheduler (MC#2]] has a
dynamic priority mechanism similar to WTP, but uses estimates of the average delay of a class to determine
the priority of that class. Thus, the priority of a claigsacket is set te; - d;(t), whered;(t) is the estimated
average delay for class; averaged over the entire up-time of the link. The coefficisptare as in WTP,
ie,s1 =k-sy = k2 .53 =...=k9. sq. Finally, the Hybrid Proportional Delay scheduler (HPD,

[13]) uses a combination of waiting-time and average experienced delay to determine the priority of a given
packet. Therefore, the priority of a given class is set;tg(t — 7) + (1 — g)d;(t)) with 0 < g < 1. ([13]
recommends to set= 0.875.)

In contrast to the schedulers presented in this section, the rate allocation algorithms presented in this
paper not only consider the current state and past history of the link, but, in addition, use this information to
make predictions on future delays in order to improve the performance of the scheduling decisions.

We conclude by briefly discussing the relation of our work to the recently proposed Scalable-Core
(SCORE) approach3p]l. SCORE provides end-to-end delay guarantees to flows without requiring per-
flow state information at network routers. The basic idea for meeting end-to-end delay requirements is to
keep track of the delays experienced by packets along the path from the source to the destination, by storing
the experienced delays in the packet headers. The stored information is used for adjusting the priority of
packets so that end-to-end requirements are met. The CoreLite archit@&usegh extension of this work
which couples per-hop proportional delay differentiation with end-to-end delay guarantees. Different from
the above schedulers, the algorithms presented in this paper do not store any state information in packets.

2.2 Buffer Management

The key mechanisms of a buffer management algorithm areatidog controlley which specifies the time
instances when traffic should be dropped, andditupper, which specifies the traffic to be dropped. We
refer to a recent survey articl2j] for an extensive discussion of buffer management algorithms.

Backlog Controllers Initial proposals for buffer management (or active queue management) in IP net-
works [17, 18] were motivated by the need to improve TCP performance, without considering service dif-



ferentiation. More recent research effort4,[30, 34, 36] enhance these initial proposals in order to provide
service differentiation.

Among backlog controllers for IP networks, Random Early Detection (RE8)) [s probably the best
known algorithm. RED was motivated by the goal to improve TCP throughput in highly loaded networks.
RED operates by probabilistically dropping traffic arrivals, when the backlog at a node grows large. RED
has two threshold parameters for the backlog at a node, denoed as,; andT H;,,q.. RED estimates
the average queue sizg,., and compares the estimate to the two threshold3, Jf < T H .1, RED does
not drop any arrival. 1., > T Hj4rge, RED drops all incoming traffic. W H ey < Qs < THigrges

RED will drop an arrival with probability?(()...;), where0 < P(Q.,) < 1is a function which increases
in Qest'
Several algorithms that attempt to improve or extend RED have been proposedi, d.4.1[, 20, 30,
34, 36]. For example, BLUE17] uses different metrics to characterize the probability of dropping an arrival.
Instead of the backlog, this algorithm uses the current loss ratio and link utilization as input parameters.
RIO [11] and multiclass RED36] are extensions to RED which aim at class-based service differentia-
tion. Both schemes have different dropping thresholds for different classes, in order to ensure loss differen-
tiation. In an IntServ context, the idea of using different threshold values is pursued for Flow-RED (FRED,
[30Q]), which uses per-flow thresholds. Flows are discriminated by their source-destination address pairs.
Random Early Marking (REM/]) is close in spirit to the dropping algorithm in JOBS, since it treats
the problem of marking (or dropping) arrivals as an optimization problem. The objective is to maximize
a utility function subject to the constraint that the output link has a finite capacityd],Ithjs problem is
reduced to the REM algorithm, which marks packets with a probability exponentially dependent on the cost
of a link. The cost is directly proportional to the buffer occupan@g] proposes to replace RED with a
proportional-integral controller to achieve faster convergence to the desired queue length and to increase
robustness of the system.

Droppers The simplest and most widely used dropping scheme is Drop-Tail, which discards arrivals to

a full buffer. For a long time, discarding arrivals was thought to be the only viable solution for high-speed
routers. Recent implementation studid§][demonstrated that other, more complex, dropping schemes,
which discard packets that are already present in the buffer (push-out), are viable design choices even at
high data rates.

The simplest push-out technique is called Drop-from-Fr@6t.[ Here, the oldest packet in the trans-
mission queue is discarded. In comparison to Drop-Tail, Drop-from-Front lowers the queueing delays of all
packets waiting in the system. Note that with Drop-Tail, dropping of a packet has no influence on the delay
of currently queued packets.

Other push-out techniques include Lower Priority First (LR, R9]), Complete Buffer Partitioning
(CBP, 29)), and Partial Buffer Sharing (PBX24]). LPF always drops packets from the lowest backlogged
priority queue. As shown inl4], LPF does not provide any mechanism for proportional loss differentiation.
CBP assigns a dedicated amount of buffer space to each class, and drops traffic when this dedicated buffer is
full. PBS uses a partitioning scheme similar to CBP, but the decision to drop is made after having looked at
the aggregated backlog of all classes. The static partitioning of buffers in LPF, CBP, and PBS is not suitable
for relative per-class service differentiation, sinceangriori knowledge of the incoming traffic is available
[14].

The Proportional Loss Rate (PLR) dropp&d][is specifically designed to support proportional differ-
entiated services. PLR enforces that the ratio of the loss rates of two successive classes remains roughly
constant at a given value. There are two variants of PLR. RLR(ses only the last/ arrivals for estimat-
ing the loss rate of a class, whereas Pk has no such memory constraints. Average Drop Distance (ADD,

[6]) is a variant of PLR{/) aiming at providing loss differentiation regardless of the timescale chosen for



computing the loss rates.

There are two recent exceptions to the idea that delay and loss differentiation are orthogonal issues
which are handled by separate algorithms. The Duplicate Scheduler with Deadlines used in the Alternative
Best-Effort service (ABE,21]) provides service differentiation for two traffic classes. The first class has
an absolute delay bound, while the second class experienes a lower loss rate. The delay guarantees for
the first class are enforced by dropping all traffic that has exceeded a given delay bound. The recently
proposed Class-Distance-Based-Priority-Delay-Loss scheduler (C-DBP-Delay-Bg34rigs to provide
proportional delay and proportional loss differentiation in a single algorithm. At any time, C-DBP-Loss-
Delay keeps state information as a setwf, k) pairs, where, for each classm, represents the number of
packets that have been successfully transmitted in the: lpatkets. For each packet, C-DBP-Loss-Delay
computes the distance between the current state of the system, and a “failure state”, defined as any state
wherem; is less than a desired valufe;. The lower the distance, the higher the priority assigned to the
packet. The authors 08f] conjecture that setting; = k — s;, wheres; is selected as in WTP and MDP,
can be used to provide proportional loss and delay differentiation.

3 An Approach to Joint Buffer Management and Rate Allocation

In this section, we introduce the key concepts of the JoBS algorithm. Before we provide a detailed descrip-
tion, we first give an informal overview of the operations.

3.1 Overview

We assume that each output link performs per-class buffering of arriving traffic and that traffic is transmitted
from the buffers using a rate-based scheduling algorighthWith a dynamic, time-dependent service rate
allocation for classes. Traffic from the same class is transmitted in a First-Come-First-Served order. There
is no admission control and no policing of traffic. The set of performance requirements are specified to the
algorithm as a set of per-class QoS constraints. As an example, for three classes, the QoS constraints could
be of the form:

e Class-1 Delayx 2 - Class-2 Delay,
e Class-2 Loss Rate: 10! - Class-3 Loss Rate, or
e Class-3 Delay< 5 ms.

Here, the first two constraints are relative constraints and the last one is an absolute corfdthairget

of constraints can be any mix of relative and absolute constraints. Since absolute constraints may render
a system of constraints infeasible, some constraints may need to be relaxed. We assume that all QoS con-
straints are given a precedence order, which is used to determine which constraints are relaxed in case of an
unfeasible system.

The service rate allocation operates as follows. For each arrival, a prediction is made on the delays of all
backlogged traffic. Then, the service rate allocation to traffic classes is modified so that all QoS constraints
will be met. If there exists no feasible rate allocation that meets all constraints, traffic is dropped, either
from a new arrival or from the current backlog.

We will view the service rate allocation in terms of an optimization problem. The constraints are relative
or absolute bounds on the loss and delay as given in the example &oSeconstrainjsand constraints

2Throughout this paper, we only considieterministicQoS guarantees. Statistical guarantees (see for inst8ice/fiich, for
instance provide a delay bourig to Class-3 packets with probability— £ wheree > 0 are outside the scope of this paper.
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Figure 1:Delay, Backlog and ProjectionsIn Figurel(b), the projection is performed at tinador the time
interval[s, s + T ).

on the link and buffer capacitysystem constrainfs The objective function of the optimization aims at
minimizing the amount of traffic to be dropped, and, as a secondary objective, aims at maintaining the
current service rate allocation. The first objective prevents traffic from being dropped unnecessarily, and
the second objective tries to avoid frequent fluctuations of the service rate allocation. The solution of the
optimization problem yields a service rate allocation of classes and determines how much traffic must be
dropped.

To explore the principal properties of the optimization, we will, at first, assume that sufficient computing
resources are available to solve the optimization problem for each arrival to the link. In a later section, we
will approximate the optimization with a heuristic which incurs less computational overhead.

3.2 Formal Description

Next we describe the basic operations of the service rate allocation and the dropping algorithms at a link
with capacityC' and total buffer spac®. We assume that all traffic is marked to belong to on& dfaffic
classes. In general, we expé&gtto be small, e.g.() = 4. Classes are marked by an index. We use a
convention, whereby a class with a smaller index requires a better level of QoS. Wg#)sand/;(t) to
denote the traffic arrivals and amount of dropped traffic from clagstimet¢. We user;(¢) to denote the
service rate allocated to classt timet. We assume that;(¢) > 0 only if there is a backlog of class-
traffic in the buffer (and-;(¢) = 0 otherwise), and we assume that scheduling is work-conserving, that is,
>, ri(t) = C, if there is at least one backlogged class at time
Remark. With the exception of the evaluation section, we take a fluid-flow interpretation of traffic through-
out this paper. That is, the output link is regarded as serving simultaneously traffic from several classes.
Since actual traffic is sent in discrete-sized packets, a fluid-flow interpretation of traffic is idealistic. How-
ever, scheduling algorithms that closely approximate fluid-flow schedulers with rate guarantees are available
[35, 41].

We now introduce the notions afrival curve input curve andoutput curvefor a traffic clasg in the
time interval[0, t]. The arrival curve4; and the input curvér‘™ of classi are defined as

Ailt) = /0 ai(@)dz, RIM() = Ai(t) - /O li(x)d 1)



So, the difference between the arrival and input curve is the amount of dropped traffic. The output curve
Ro“ of classt is the transmitted traffic in the intervdl, ¢], given by

R = [ o @

We refer to Figurel(a) for an illustration. In the figure, the service rate is adjusted at times, andty,
and packet drops occur at timgsandts.

The vertical and the horizontal distance between the input and output curves from cesgeectively,
are the backlogB; and the delayD;. This is illustrated in Figurd(a) for timet. The delayD; at timet is
the delay of an arrival which is transmitted at timéBacklog and delay at timeare defined as

Bi(t) = R"(t) — R (t) , Di(t) = max{z | R (t) > R"(t — 2)} . ()

Upon a traffic arrival, say at time the new service rates(s) and the amount of traffic to be dropped
I;(s) for all classes are set such that all QoS and system constraints can be met at times greatérahan
constraints cannot be satisfied at the same time, then some QoS constraints are relaxed in a predetermined
order.

To determine the rate allocation, the scheduler makes a projection of the delays of all backlogged traffic.
For the purpose of the projection, it is assumed that the current state of the link will not change after time
Specifically, indicating projected values by a tilde (7), for tintes- s, we assume that (1) service rates
remain as they are (i.e(t) = r;(s)), (2) there are no further arrivals (i.@,(t) = 0), and (3) there are no
further packet drops (i.el;(t) = 0).

With these assumptions, we now define the notions of projected input é;ifigv@rojected output curve
Rout and projected backlog?m, fort > s as follows:

Rin(t) = Rin(s), ROU(t) = RO (s) + (t — s)ri(s) . Bis(t) = RI(t) — RU(t). ()

We refer to theprojected horizorfor classi at times, denoted a§FZ s, as the time when the projected backlog
becomes zero, i.€T} s = mlnx>g{x | B; s(s 4+ x) = 0}. With this notation, we can make predictions for
delays in the time mterve{h s+ T; s]. We define the projected delaiyz s as

Dis(t) = max {x|RY(t) = R (t— )} (5)

t—s<z<t

If there are no arrivals after time the delay projections are correct, in the sense that the projected delay at
time s is the delay that will be encountered when the traffic element departs the system at timieg-
urel(b), we illustrate the projected input curve, projected output curve, and projected delays for projections
made at times. In the figure, all values fot > s are projections and are indicated by dashed lines. The
figure includes the projected delays for timiggndig.

4 Service Rate Adaptation and Drop Algorithm

In this section we discuss an algorithm to perform the service rates allocation to classes and the decision to
drop traffic in terms of an optimization problem.
Each times at which an arrival occurs, a new optimization is performed. The optimization variable is
a time-dependent vectag = (r1(s)...7g(s) li(s). .. ZQ(s))T, which contains the service rategs) and
the amount of traffic to be droppéds). The optimization problem has the form

Minimize  F(Xs)
Subjectto  gj(xs) =0, j=1,....,.M (6)
hj(xs) >0, j=M+1,...,N,

7



where F'(.) is an objective function, and thg’s andh;'s are constraints. The objective function, which
will be presented in Subsectigh2, will be chosen so that the amount of dropped traffic and the changes
to the current service rate allocation are minimized. The constraints of the optimization problem are QoS
constraints and system constraints. The optimization at ¢ilselone with knowledge of the system state
before times, that is the optimizer knowg!" and R?“* for all timest < s, andA; for all timest < s.

In the remainder of this section we present the constraints and the optimization function. The optimiza-
tion can be used as a reference system against which practical scheduling and dropping algorithms can be
compared.

4.1 System and QoS Constraints

There are two types of constrain®ystem constraintdescribe constraints and properties of the output link,
andQoS constraintslefine the desired service differentiation.

System Constraints. The system constraints specify physical limitations and properties at the output link.
The first such constraint states that the total backlog cannot exceed the buffBr gizeis,) . B;(t) < B

for all timest. The second system constraint enforces that scheduling at the output link is work-conserving.
At a work-conserving linky _, 7;(t) = C holds for all timest where) _, B;(t) > 0. Note that systems that

are not work-conserving, i.e., where the link may be idle even if there is a positive backlog, are undesirable
for networks that need to achieve a high resource utilization. Other system constraints enforce that trans-
mission rates and loss rates are non-negative. Also, the amount of traffic that can be dropped is bounded by
the current backlog. So we obtaif(t) > 0 and0 < [;(¢) < B;(t) for all timest.

QoS Constraints. We consider two types of QoS constraints, relative constraints and absolute constraints.
QoS constraints are either constraints on delays or constraints on the loss rate. The number and type of QoS
constraints is not limited. Since absolute QoS constraints may result in an infeasible system of constraints,
one or more constraints may need to be relaxed at certain times. We assume that the set of QoS constraints is
assigned some total order, and that constraints are relaxed in the given order until the system of constraints
becomes feasible. In addition, QoS constraints for classes which are not backlogged are simply ignored.

Absolute delay constraints (AD@pforce that the projected delays of clasatisfy a worst-case bourtj.
That is,

max_ D;4(t) <d;, @)
s<t<s+T; s

forallt € [s,s + T},S]. If this condition holds for alk, the delay bound; is never violated.
Relative delay constraints (RDGpecify the proportional delay differentiation between classes. As an
example, for two classdsand2, the RDC enforces a relationship

Delay of Class 2
Delay of Class 1

~ constant

While absolute delay constraints are needed by applications which present stringent QoS requirements,
relative differentiation is useful for differentiating traffic with less stringent QoS requirements in times of
resource contentiorilB]. Since, in general, there are several packets backlogged from a class, each likely
to have a different delay, the notion of ‘delay of classeeds to be further specified. For example, the
delay of class could be specified as the delay of the packet at the head of the;dagsie, the maximum
projected delay as in Eqnz), or via other measures. We choose a measure, calledige projected delay

D; s, which is the time average of the projected delays from a class, averaged over the ﬂibglz'ﬁhat is,

o 1 S+Ti,s -
i,s — T—/ DZ75($)dﬂf . (8)
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To provide some flexibility in the scheduling decision, we do not enforce relative delay constraints strictly,
but allow for some slack. Using the metric defined in Ed), &nd translating the notion of slack into a
tolerance level, we can write the relative delay constraints as

ﬁi s
ki(l—e) < 2508 < k(1 +¢), 9)

7,5

wherek; > 1 is a constant defining the proportional differentiation desired,safid< ¢ < 1) indicates a
tolerance level. If relative constraints are not specified for some classes, the constraints are adjusted accord-
ingly. Note that in the delay constraints in Egg) &nd Q), all values with exception of the components of
the optimization variabl&, are known at time.

Next we discuss constraints on the loss rate. Similar to delays, there are several sensible choices for
defining ‘loss’. Here, we select a loss measure, denoteg hywhich expresses the fraction of lost traffic
since the beginning of the current busy period at timé So,p; s expresses the fraction of traffic that has
been dropped in the time intervia, s], that is}

Joli@)de _ RiM(sT) + (ai(s) — li(s) — RY(to)

[ ai(z)dz Ai(s) — Ai(to)

In the last equation, all values excégts) are known at time. With this definition we now specify absolute
and relative constraints on the loss rates.

An absolute loss constraint (ALGpecifies that the loss rate of classs defined above, never exceeds a
limit L;, that is,

Pis = (20)

Di,s <L;. (11)

Relative loss constraints (RLGpecify the desired proportional loss differentiation between classes. Similar
to the RDCs, we provide a certain slack within these constraints. The RLC for classég and: has the
form

Ki(1—€) < p;“s <K+, (12)
wherek] > 1 is the target differentiation factor, anti(0 < ¢’ < 1) indicates a level of tolerance. Note that
the constraints defined by Eq3),(9), (11) and (L2) are expressed in terms of delays and loss ratios, but
the only parameters the system can control at tiraee the components of the optimization variahlethat
is, the service rates (s) and the packet drops(s). We refer to 7] for the expression of the constraints
defined by Egs.7), (9), (11) and (L2) as functions of the service rates and the packet drops.

4.2 Objective Function

Provided that the QoS and system constraints can be satisfied, the objective function will select a solution for
Xs. Even though the choice of the objective function is a policy decision, we select two specific objectives,
which, we believe, have general validity: (@Yyoid dropping traffic, and (2)avoid changes to the current
service rate allocationThe first objective ensures that traffic is dropped only if there is no alternative way

to satisfy the constraints. The second objective tries to hold on to a feasible service rate allocation as long
as possible. We give the first objective priority over the second objective.

% A busy period is a time interval with a positive backlog of traffic. For timeith 3°, B;(z) > 0, the beginning of the busy
period is given byup, . {>", Bi(y) = 0}.

45~ = s — h, whereh > 0 is infinitesimally small.
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The following formulation of an objective function expresses the above objectives in terms of a cost

function:
Q

Q

F(xs) = Y (ri(s) = ri(s))* + C* Y lils). (13)
=1 =1

where (' is the link capacity. The first term expresses the changes to the service rate allocation and the

second term expresses the losses at timiote that, at times, r;(s) is part of the optimization variable,

while r;(s™) is a known value. In Eqni@) we use the quadratic forfn;(s) — r;(s™))?, sinced_, (r:(s) —

r;(s7)) = 0 for a work-conserving link with a backlog at time The scaling factoC? in front of the

second sum of Egn1@) ensures that traffic drops are the dominating term in the objective function.

This concludes the description of the optimization process in JoBS. The structure of constraints and ob-
jective function makes thism@on-linear optimization problemvhich can be solved with available numerical
algorithms B7].

5 Heuristic Approximation

We next present a heuristic that approximates the optimization presented in the previous section, with signif-
icantly lower computational complexity. The presented heuristic should be regarded as a first step towards
a router implementation.

Approximating a non-linear optimization problem such as the one presented in Séctonbe per-
formed by well-known technigues such as fuzzy systems, or neural networks. However, these techniques
can be computationally expensive. Therefore, we choose a different approach, which decomposes the op-
timization problem into several computationally less intensive problems. The heuristic algorithm presented
here maintains a feasible rate allocation until a buffer overflow occurs or a delay violation is predicted. At
that time, the heuristic picks a new feasible rate allocation and/or drops traffic. Unless there is a buffer
overflow, the tests for violations of ADCs and RDCs are not performed for every packet arrival, but only
periodically.
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A set of constraints, which contains absolute constraints (ALCs or ADCs), may be infeasible at certain
times. Then, some constraints need to be relaxed. In our heuristic algorithm, the constraints are prioritized
in the following order: system constraints have priority over absolute constraints, which in turn have priority
over relative constraints. If the system of constraints becomes infeasible, the heuristic relaxes the relative
constraints (RLCs or RDCs). If this does not yield a feasible solution, the heuristic relaxes one or more
absolute constraints.

A high-level overview of the heuristic algorithm is presented in Figur& he algorithm consists of a
number of small computations, one for each situation which requires to adjust the service rate allocation
and/or to drop packets. We next present each of these situations and the associated computation.

Buffer Overflow. If an arrival at times causes a buffer overflow, one can either drop the arriving packet or
free enough buffer space to accommodate the arriving packets. Both cases are satisfied if

Z li(s) = Z ai(s) . (14)

The heuristic picks a solution for tlig s) which satisfies Eqni@) and the RLCs in Eqn1Q), where we set
¢’ = 0 to obtain a unique solution. If the solution violates an ALC, the RLCs are relaxed until all ALCs are
satisfied. Once thg(s)’s are determined the algorithm continues with a test for delay constraint violations,
as shown in Figur@. The algorithm only specifies the amount of traffic which should be dropped from a
particular class, however, the algorithm does not select the position in the queue from which to drop traffic.
As we did for the optimization-based algorithm, we assume a Drop-Tail dropping policy for the heuristic
presented in this section.

If there are no buffer overflows, the algorithm makes projections for delay violations only once for every
N packet arrivals. The selection 6f represents a tradeoff between the runtime complexity of the algorithm
and performance of the scheduling with respect to satisfying the constraints. Simulation experiments, as
described in Sectiof, were performed with the valu¥ = 100 and exhibit good performance.

The tests use the current service rate allocation to predict future violations. For delay constraint viola-
tions, the heuristic distinguishes three cases.
Case 1: No violation. In this case, the service rates are unchanged.
Case 2: RDC violation. If some RDC (but no ADC) is violated, the heuristic algorithm determines new
rate values. Here, the RDCs as defined in E§nafe transformed into equations by setting 0. Together
with the work-conserving property, one obtains a system of equations, for which the algorithm picks a
solution. If the solution violates an ADC, the RDCs are relaxed until the ADCs are satisfied.
Case 3: ADC violation. Resolving an ADC violation is not entirely trivial as it requires to recalculate the
r;(s)'s, and, if traffic needs to be dropped to meet the ADCs/the’s. To simplify the task, our heuristic
ignores all relative constraints when an ADC violation occurs, and only tries to satisfy absolute constraints.

The heuristic starts with a conservative estimate of the worst-case delay for thé leteddeg at times.
For this, the heuristic uses the fact that foralE [s,s + T; 5], D;s(z) < Di(s) + ii((j)), which can be
verified by referring to Figure$(a) and1(b). Then, usingB;(s) = B;(s™) + ai(s) — l;(s), we can write a
sufficient condition for satisfying the ADC of clagsvith delay boundi; at times,

1 Bi(S_) + CLZ'(S) - lZ(S)
) =D =h (15)

Pi

The heuristic algorithm will select thg(s) and/;(s) such that Eqn.1(5) is satisfied for all. Initially, rates
and traffic drops are set tq(s) = r;(s~) andl;(s) = 0. Since at least one ADC is violated, there is at
least one class with; > 1, wherep; is defined in Eqni5). Now, we apply a greedy method which tries to

11



% 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
Simulation Time (s)

Figure 3:0ffered Load.

redistribute the rate allocations until < 1 for all classes. This is done by reducings) for classes with
pi < 1, and increasing;(s) for classes wittp; > 1. If it is not feasible to achieve; < 1 for all classes

by adjusting the-;(s)’s, thel;(s)’s are increased untjl; < 1 for all <. To minimize the number of dropped
packets/;(s) is never increased to a point where an ALC is violated.

6 Evaluation

We present an evaluation of the algorithms developed in this paper via simulation. Our goals are (1) to
determine if and how well the desired service differentiation is achieved; (2) to determine how well the
heuristic algorithm from Sectioh approximates the optimization from Sectidn(3) to compare our algo-
rithm with existing proposals for proportional differentiated services; and (4) to examine the effect of JOBS
on end-to-end flows.

In the simulations, we evaluate the following four schemes.

e JOBS (optimization) refers to the optimization algorithm described in Sectdpn

e JoBS (heuristic)is the heuristic algorithm discussed in Sect®oriJnless there is a buffer overflow,
tests for delay violations are performed once for evEry= 100 packet arrivals.

e WTP/PLR(0) [14]: The dropping and scheduling algorithm WTP/PRR(and WTP/PLR¢o) from
[14] are discussed in Sectid Since WTP/PLRfo) provides a better service differentiation, we only
include results for WTP/PLR¢). Note that WTP/PLRfc) does not support absolute guarantees to
traffic classes.

e MDP[32]/Drop-Tail: The MDP scheduler presented BY] was discussed in Sectidh Since MDP
does not provide mechanisms for loss differentiation, we assume a simple Drop-Tail algorithm for
discarding packets. As WTP/PLR{), MDP does not support absolute QoS guarantees.

We present three simulation experiments. In the first experiment, we compare the relative differentiation
provided by JoBS (optimization), JOBS (heuristic), WTP/P&R{ and MDP/Drop-Tail without specifying
absolute constraints, at a single node. In the second experiment, we augment the set of constraints by
absolute loss and delay constraints on the highest priority class, and show that JoBS can effectively provide
both relative and absolute differentiation at a single node. These first two experiments do not take into
account the possible effect of the transport protocol being used, nor the effect of JOBS on end-to-end traffic.
In the third experiment, we examine the effect of JOBS on end-to-end traffic in a multi-node network, with
a mix of TCP and UDP traffic.

12
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6.1 Simulation Experiment 1: Relative Differentiation Only

The first experiment focuses on relative service differentiation, and does not include absolute constraints.
We consider a single output link with capacity= 1 Gbps and a buffer size of 6.25 MB. We assuihe- 4

classes. The length of each experiment is 20 seconds of simulated time, starting with an empty system. In
all experiments, the incoming traffic is composed of a superposition of Pareto sources with.2 and
average interarrival time of 300s. The number of sources active at a given time oscillates between 200
and 550, following a sinusoidal pattern. All sources generate packets with a fixed size of 125 biies.
resulting offered load is plotted in FiguBe At any time, each class contributes 25% of the aggregate load,
yielding a symmetric load. In a realistic environment, one would expect to have “less” high priority traffic
than low priority traffic. Therefore, a symmetric load can be regarded as a realistic worst-case that can occur
during bursts of high-priority traffic.

The objectives for the relative differentiation are so that we want to have a ratio of four between the
delays of two successive classes, and a ratio of two between the loss rates of two successive classes. Thus,
for JoBS, we sek; = 4 andk, = 2 for all . The tolerance levels are set to ¢’) = (0.001,0.05) in
JoBS (optimization), and te = 0.01 in JOBS (heuristic). The results of the experiment are presented
in Figures4 and5, where we graph the ratios of delays and loss rates, respectively, of successive classes
for JoBS (optimization), JoBS (heuristic), WTP/PLRY], and MDP/Drop-Tail. The plotted delay and loss
values are averages over moving time windows of sizes(3.1

When the link load is above 90% of the link capacity, that is, in time intef@eds6 s] and[10 s, 15 s],
all methods provide the desired service differentiation. The oscillations around the target values in JoBS
(optimization) and JoBS (heuristic) are mostly due to the tolerance valaesis’. The selection of the
tolerance values ande’ in JoBS presents a tradeoff: smaller valuesf@nde<’ reduce oscillations, but
incur more work for the algorithms. When the system load is low, that is, in time intdfsald0 s] and
[16 s,20 s]|, only JoBS (optimization) and WTP/PLR() manage to achieve some delay differentiation,
albeit far from the target values. MDP/Drop-Tail, plotted in Figd¢e), provides some differentiation, but
the system seems unstable, particularly after a transient change in the load. However, at an underloaded
link, the absolute values of the delays are very small for all classes, regardless of the scheduling algorithm
used, as shown on Figurdée)-(h). Figuresi(e)-(h) also show that the absolute values for the delays are
comparable in all schemes.

In Figures5(a) and5(c), we observe that both WTP/PL&{) and JOBS (optimization) show some tran-
sient oscillations with respect to loss differentiation when the link changes from an overloaded to an under-
loaded state, while JOBS (heuristic) does not seem to suffer from this problem as much. Without offering an
explanation, we speculate that during a transition between an overloaded and an underloaded system, a per-
fect relative loss differentiation is not achievable without violating the workconserving property or without
dropping packets even if the buffer is not full. MDP/Drop-Tail does not exhibit these transient oscillations
since it does not provide any loss differentiation, as shown in Figiae

Finally, the total loss rate is of interest, as a scheme may provide excellent proportional loss differen-
tiation, but have an overall high loss rate. Figusés)-(g) prove that in the simulations, the loss rates of
WTP/PLRc) and JoBS (optimization and heuristic) are very similar. With both WTP/B&R{nd JoBS
(optimization and heuristic), the average of the per-class loss rates is equal to the loss rate obtained with a
Drop-Tail policy, plotted in Figuré&(h). This shows that, in this experiment, all schemes only drop packets
when a buffer overflow occurs.

5The simulator used for Experiments 1 and 2 is describéuttpt/qosbox.cs.virginia.edu/snooplet.html

SPacket sizes on the Internet are in fact subject to a multimodal distib@jioar{d thus, the simulation presented here is only a
simplified model.

"This measure is adopted frory).
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Figure 6:Experiment 2: Absolute Delay Differentiation. The graphs show the delays of all packets. All
results are for JoBS (heuristic).
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Figure 7:Experiment 2: Absolute Loss Differentiation. The graphs show the loss rates of all classes. All
results are for JoBS (heuristic).

6.2 Simulation Experiment 2: Relative and Absolute Differentiation

In this second experiment, we evaluate how well our algorithm can satisfy a mix of absolute and relative
constraints on both delays and losses. Here, we only present results for JoBS (heuristic). Wa&)/BihR (
MDP/Drop-Tail do not support absolute guarantees. The main objective of this second experiment is to show
that, compared to schemes that treat dropping and scheduling orthogonally, using a joint buffer management
and rate allocation approach such as JoBS allows for satisfying both absolute and relative constraints at the
same time by dropping traffic when an absolute delay constraint is on the verge of being violated.

We consider the same simulation setup and the same relative delay constraints as in Experiment 1, but
add an absolute delay constraint (ADC) for Class 1 suchdhat 1 ms, and we replace the relative
loss constraint (RLC) between Classes 1 and 2 by an absolute loss constraint (ALC) for Class 1 such that
L; = 1%. We call this scenario “with ADC, all RDCs”. With the given relative delay constraints from
Experiment 1, the other classes have implicit absolute delay constraints, which are approXitaiefpr
Class 2, 16ns for Class 3, and 64ns for Class 4. Removing the RDC between Clasnd Clas2, we
avoid the ‘implicit’ absolute constraints for Classes 2, 3, and 4, and call the resulting constraint set “with
ADC, one RDC removed”. We also include the results for JoBS (heuristic) from Experiment 1, with the
ALC on Class 1 replacing the RLC between Classes 1 and 2, and refer to this constraint set as “no ADC, all
RDCs". In Figure6 we plot the absolute delays of all packets, and in Figuwee plot the loss rates of all
classes, averaged over time intervals of lengthsO Ve discuss the results for each of the three constraint
sets proposed.

Concerning the experiment “with ADC, all RDCs”, Figugéa) shows that the heuristic maintains the
relative delay differentiation between classes, thus, enforcing the ‘implicit’ delay constraints for Classes 2,
3, and 4. With a large number of absolute delay constraints, the system of constraints easily becomes

8Due to the tolerance valug the exact values are not integers.
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infeasible, as pointed out by the following two observations. First, Fig(agshows that the loss rates of
Classes 2, 3 and 4 are similar. This result illustrates that the heuristic relaxes relative loss constraints to meet
the absolute delay constraints. Second, Figa¢ shows that the absolute delay constrdins sometimes
violated. However, such violations are rare (over 95% of Class-1 packets have a delay less tha)) 900

and Class-1 packet delays always remain reasonably close to the delaydhotiod the experiment “with

ADC, one RDC removed”, Figuré(b) shows that, without an RDC between Classes 1 and 2, the ratio of
Class-2 delays and Class-1 delays can exceed a factor of 10 at high loads. With this constraint set, the
absolute delay constraiaf; is never violated, and Figurgb) shows the RLCs are consistently enforced
during periods of packet drops. Finally, for the experiment “no ADC, all RDCs”, Fig(ackshows that,

without the ADC, the delays for Class 1 are as high ass5’

6.3 Experiment 3: Multiple Node Simulation with TCP and UDP Traffic

Finally, we present a multinode simulation, to see if our approach is still able to provide the desired service,
in the context of a mix of TCP and UDP traffic, with multiple hops and propagation delays. We also want to
examine the level of quality of service and-to-endlow can receive with the proposed per-node guarantees.
To that effect, we implemented a variant of JoBS (heurisfi€) in the ns-2network simulator JJ.

For this third experiment, we simulate a network with a topology as shown in F&yuée have four
routers connected by three 45 Mbps links, and sources and sinks connected to the routers by independent 100
Mbps links. Each 45 Mbps link has a propagation delay 0fs3 and each 100 Mbps link has a propagation
delay of 1ms. There are four classes of traffic. The composition of the traffic mix is given in Tahiel
the service guarantees are given in Table

Cross-traffic flows (denoted by A-1, ., C-10) start transmitting at time= 0 s. The flows TCP-1,
TCP-2, TCP-3 and UDP-4 start transmitting at time 10 s. All flows consists of packets with a fixed size
of 500 Bytes, and the experiment lasts 70 seconds of simulated time.

From Tablesl and?2, Classes 1, 2 and 3 only consist of TCP traffic, and Class 4 only consists of UDP
traffic. The offered load is asymmetric, since initially Class 1 contributes 10% of the aggregate cross-traffic,

°The delay values for Classes 2, 3, and 4 in Figig® and (c) appear similar, especially since we use a log-scale. We
emphasize that the values aretidentical, and that the results are consistent.
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Flow Class Type
Protocol Traffic On Off Shape

TCP-1 1 TCP Greedy N/A N/A N/A
TCP-2 2 TCP Greedy N/A N/A N/A
TCP-3 3 TCP Greedy N/A N/A N/A
UDP-4 4 UDP Pareto On-off 10ms 10ms 1.9
A-1 1 TCP | Exponential On-off| 1000 pkts| 200ms | N/A
A-2, A-3 2 TCP | Exponential On-off| 1000 pkts| 200ms | N/A
A-4, A-5, A-6 3 TCP | Exponential On-off| 1000 pkts| 200ms | N/A
A-7,A-8,A-9,A-10| 4 UDP Pareto On-off 120ms | 200ms | 1.9

Table 1:Experiment 3: Traffic mix. The traffic mix for flows B-1, .., B-10 and C-1, .., C10 is identical
to the traffic mix described here for flows A-1,,A-10. TCP sources run tHECP Renacongestion control
algorithms. The “Shape” parameters characterizes the Pareto distributions used.

Class Service Guarantees
d; L; ki k!
1 2ms | 0.1%| - -
2 - - 4 4
3 - - 4 4
4 - - N/A | N/A

Table 2:Experiment 3: Service guaranteesThe guarantees are identical at each router.

Class 2 contributes 20%, Class 3 contributes 30% and Class-4 contributes 40 %. Thus, there is more UDP
traffic in this simulation experiment than can be expected in an actual network, since UDP traffic accounts
for less than 10% of the traffic on the Interngk [We made this choice so that we could examine the effects

of mixing the two types (UDP and TCP) of traffic more easily.

Per-hop per-class QoS We graph the per-class queueing delays and per-class loss rates at each of the first
three routers in Figur®, starting at time = 0 s. Given that the aggregate arrival rate at Router 4 is always

less than the total output capacity of Router 4, there is never any backlog at Router 4, and thus, the queueing
delays and loss rates are constantly equal to zero. With the exception of B{gurég) and (k), where

the individual packet delays are represented, each point on Figugeresents an average over a sliding
window of size 0.5 s. Figur@ shows that the proposed algorithm manages to enforce all proposed service
guarantees at each node, with only a couple of transient violations of the absolute delay bound on Class 1 at
Router 1, and that the algorithm seems to respond appropriately to transient changes such as the introduction
of additional traffic at tim¢ = 10 s.

End-to-end per-flow QoS Finally, we present end-to-end measurements for the flows TCP-1, TCP-2,
TCP-3 and UDP-4. Each of these four flows traverses the four routers, each router providing an absolute
delay guarantee of Zis on Class 1. Adding to these per-node delay guarantees the propagation delays
between each node, one can infer that the end-to-end delays of TCP-1 packets have to be less than
2+3x3+2x1=19ms. We call this bound an ‘implicit’ end-to-end delay guarantee. Similarly, the
end-to-end loss rate encountered by TCP-1 should be less than — L1)4 ~ 0.004, that is, 0.4%.
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Figure 9: Experiment 3: Multiple Node simulation with TCP and UDP traffic. The graphs show the
delays and loss rates encountered at each router by Class 1 traffic, and the ratios of delays and the ratios of
loss rates for Classes 2, 3 and 4 at each router. The absolute constraints and the target ratios are indicated

by straight dashed lines.
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In Figurel(Q(a), we present the individual end-to-end packet delays encountered by each flow. Flow 1's
end-to-end delays are indeed always belowrd9 and we see again that the algorithm we propose uses a
conservative estimate of the delays for enforcing delay bounds, since most Flow 1 packets encounter a total
delay close to 15ns. 1° Figure10(b) also suggests that the proportional delay differentiation holds with
respect to the end-to-end delays between Classes 3 and 4, even if the relative delay constraints are enforced
only on a per-node basis. This result can be explained by the fact that the propagation delays are negligible
compared to the queueing delays encountered by TCP-3, and UDP-4. Conversely, the propagation delay
cannot be neglected compared to the queueing delays in the case of the flow TCP-2, hence, the proportional
differentiation between TCP-2 and TCP-3 is close to a factor of 3.3.

We plot the end-to-end packet loss rates in Figli¢). We see that the end-to-end loss rate bound of
0.4% on flow TCP-1 is respected, even though the load is asymettitowever, as shown in Figur)(d),
proportional guarantees on loss rates between classes do not translate into proportional guarantees between
end-to-end flows: loss rates ratios between TCP-2, TCP-3, and UDP-4 are consistently above the desired
ratioskl, = k4 = 2. This result is mostly due to the fact that the different flows present in the network do
not have the same probability of suffering packet drops, since some of them are greedy flows, while others
are on-off flows.

Last, in FigurelO, we graph the throughput received by flow TCP-1, as well as the aggregate throughput
received by flows TCP-1, TCP-2, TCP-3 and UDP-4. There is no throughput guarantee on any class, but
we see that the flow TCP-1 consistently gets an end-to-end throughput greater than 1.5 Mbps, and close to
3 Mbps in general. This result shows that the strong guarantees on the loss and delay of Class 1 are not
realized at the expense of a low throughput. For readability purposes, we do not show the throughput plots
for the three other flows, which present values close to that of TCP-1.

As a conclusion to this third experiment, we showed that our algorithm was able to provide the desired
per-class, per-node service guarantees in a multiple node simulation, with a mix of TCP and UDP traffic.
We also showed how these per-class, per-node service guarantees could translate into end-to-end, per-flow
performance.

7 Conclusions

We proposed an algorithm, called JoBS (Joint Buffer Management and Scheduling), for relative and abso-
lute per-class QoS guarantees without information on traffic arrivals. At times when not all absolute QoS
guarantees can be satisfied simultaneously, JOBS selectively ignores some of the QoS guarantees. The JoBS
algorithm reconciles rate allocation and buffer management into a single scheme, thereby acknowledging
that scheduling and dropping decisions at an output link are not orthogonal issues, but should be addressed
together. JoBS implements the desired service differentiation based on delay predictions of backlogged
traffic. The predictions are used to update service rate allocations to classes and the amount of traffic to
be dropped. We showed in a set of simulation experiments, that JoBS can provide relative and absolute
per-class QoS guarantees for delay and loss, thereby demonstrating the virtue of an approach combining
scheduling and dropping, and examined the effect of the algorithm on end-to-end flows.

In future work, we will extend the approach presented in this paper to TCP congestion control. As a
point of departure, we will attempt to express existing active queue management schemes, e.d§JRED |

Even if we do not take into account the queueing delays at Router 4, which are always zero due to the topology, in the
computation of the end-to-end delay guarantee, the end-to-end delay guarantee becoemesnbis respected as well.

"pue to the topology we chose, the loss rate at Router 4 is always zero. If we ignore the guarantees offered at Router 4 in the
computation of the end-to-end loss guarantee, we get an end-to-end loss bdauad bf- L1)3 =~ 0.003, that is, 0.3%, which is
also respected.

21



RIO [11], or the proportional-integral controller o] within the formal framework introduced in this
paper. Additionally, we are currently working on router implementations of JoBS-style algori#hms [
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